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Sun Turbine

Translated by W. Glyn Jones

There is a clear, pellucid darkness
where hands transport desire
through wilds of life,

there's an insanity in the wind
destroying cities

and consuming spoken tongues.

There are moments when things
are self-evident,
and with the voice the face breaks loose,
slips into the obscure side of the universe,
restless like the sound of the children at play in the yard,
an ambulance stops close by,
and a little light of laughter
spreads fan-like from a window,
and my white voice-shadow
falls on a table.

A foetus turns

in the stomach's gloom,
a vessel laden with chalk and snow
leaves the morning,

and everything falls quite silent,

like a hand closing.
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There's a madman running
with all his strength against the wall,
there's an ocean mounting
from its hollow depths,
there's an animal arising,
hesitantly, numb,
there's an empty swing
dangling between the trees.
It's the sun turbine turning in the flesh,
it's superfluity
singing in the blood.

And within the light
there is darkness
enclosing us all.

And I remember a face,
I remember a voice,
it's as though
when someone speaks
it grows lighter.

The flowers awake
from frost's anaesthetic,
and meaning flows out across
the sentence's confines,
into the slow daybreak
desire cannot think,
rhinoceros-like
raging it rushes
the sentences
breaking down all doors.

The sun is atomised on warm animals' backs.
It's the day's draught through
windows and voices,
open accessible rooms,
like all the memories
that disappear with someone one's known,
it's the look within the look,
it's the incomprehensible words of the moon,
it's cables on the bottom of the sea,
it's the blind person in me,
it's the quiet riddle of the equal- sign,
it's the boundary of a future,
it's no longer face or voice.

And a blackbird
hurls a triangle on the wall,
and bees eat sugar
on the bottom of a cup,
and the mole crawls through its tunnels,
and the weed's busy hands cover up the spot
with the plants' perpetual metamorphosis
of light and water.

Sunturbine 1995 © Bo Lundby Jeger



Like the shadows' pattern on a warm wall,
like a zinc bath-tub
glistening on a green field,
like dead telephones in dreams,
listen again,
you'll understand each word.
Just then someone throws
a piece of spinning fireworks on the wet asphalt,
it's chaos eating at my shadow,
things talking differently of me
and far more precisely.
Clouds saturate the street with caresses,
light arrives from a star,
forms a circle in time.

Children fly through light and sleep
on the floors of cars,
two suns collide
somewhere in the universe.
I make miniature fires of my thoughts' paper,
and a colon pierces this moment,
The street turns and turns,
a woman gets into a car to a stranger,
and the voices open outwards,
fill space, grate against glass.

Here the sea unfolds new strategies for starting,
here ferries set out from my dreams,

here the lovers' sweat is collected
when they have loved,

here the ice and the ice-blue kingfisher cry at dawn,
here a door opens in the water,

into maniacal music
that blossoms on all clouds,
it's written in nights
when the moon makes me sneeze,

I hear it on slopes where the grasses sleep.

It suffices to lift the sun
into the lips' contour,
the darkness will still betray you,
down in the street the lights are at red,
then they turn green,
my face is no longer found,
as when everything fuses
and burns through
to a simple truth,
life is a song,
sung in us all
with the slow echo of things.

Af Morten Sgndergaard
fra digtsamlingen ILD OG TAL
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Tekst : Morten Sgndergaard

Dediceret til min hustru Klaudia Kidon
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Musik : Bo Lundby Jeger
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